
New Internationalist 
Easier English lesson 

Upper Intermediate 



Introduction: speaking 
and vocabulary 

Reading: for detail and 
for gist 

Speaking: role-play 



1) List all the illegal drugs 
you know 

2) List all the reasons you 
can think of for making 
illegal drugs legal 



1) ecstasy, cocaine, 
heroin, cannabis, 
amphetamines, 
marijuana and 
opium 

2) prohibition 

3) illicit 

4) legalization 

5) psycho-active 

6) decriminilization 

 

 

a) illegal 

b) makes your brain 
change 

c) these are illegal drugs 

d) making something no 
longer a crime 

e) making something 
legal 

f) not allowing something 



The next slide shows lots of facts 
about drugs. 

You have 5 minutes study this and 
try to remember as many facts 
about drugs as you can. Then tell 
each other. 





Find as many reasons as possible 
for legalizing or decriminalizing 
drugs: 

 

http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Make_drug
s_legal 

Compare with other learners. 
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What questions do you have about 
drugs being made legal? 

 

Write some questions in pairs 

eg. If all drugs were legal, what 
would happen? 



In pairs, A is a journalist and B is a 
doctor 

A needs to interview the doctor 
about what would happen if all 
drugs were legal. 

A ask and B answer some of the 
questions on the next 2 slides: 

 

 



1) Why would making drugs legal make things 
better? 

2) Would making drugs legal increase the use of 
dangerous drugs? 

3) How could we protect children and young 
people? 

4) After drugs were made legal, how would you 
control them? 

5) We can make drugs legal. But isn’t it better to 
change the way people think?  

6) Isn’t it true that drug takers can’t think clearly? 
So isn’t it a good idea to protect drug takers 
themselves? 



7) If drugs were legal, would there be a private 
free market for drugs? 

8) Would hard drugs become cheap? 

9) Should some drugs be illegal for health or 
social reasons? 

10) Is it possible there will still be a “black” 
market? 

11) Has anyone tried legalizing drugs and been 
successful? 

12) Would legalization happen everywhere 
quickly? 

13) Where can I find more information? 

 



http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/If_all_drug
s_were_legal,_what_would_happen%3F 
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In pairs, write a letter to your 
country’s leader:    

   - summarize some of the 
arguments for legalizing drugs  

   - say if you think this should 
happen 

  - and why 



http://www.newint.org/features
/2012/09/01/illegal-drugs/ 

 

http://www.newint.org/features
/2012/09/01/drugs-
legalization/ 
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